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HE  conquefl:  of  the  capital 
of  the  French  Possessions 


in  North  America,  is  of  fuch 
importance  to  Great-Britain,  as  muft 
neceflarily  afford  the  higheft  joy  to  every 
fincere  well-wiflaer  to  his  country :  nor 
can  curiofity  deep  without  wifhing  to 

i 

know  how  fo  happy  an  event  was  at- 

chieved. - To  fatisfy  this  curiofity,  and 

to  do  juftice  to  thofe  who  have  fo  nobly 
diftinguiflied  themfelves  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty  and  their  country,  is  a  principal 
motive  to  this  publication. 

It 
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It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  candid 
public  will  accept  this  apology  for  in¬ 
viting  them  to  partake  of  an  entertain¬ 
ment,  originally  defigned  for  only  a  few 
feie<51:  friends. 

In  the  accounts  of  extraordinary 
events,  given  by  authority,  it  has  for  the 

mod:  part  been  thought  fufficient  to  men¬ 
tion  the  proceedings,  and  ftate  the  iffue 

of  an  adlion  in  general  terms,  without 
dcfcending  to  lefl'er  circumftances  j  little 
incidents,  however  iriterefting  to  private 
people,  might  not,  perhaps,  become  the 
letter  of  a  General  or  Admiral,  and 
confequently  find  admiffion  into  a  Ga¬ 
zette. 

Indeed,  if  the  care  and  anxiety  that 
every  commander  in  chief,  who  is  really 


attentive 


[  vli  ]■ 

attentive  to  his  duty,  muft  feel  in  the 
fcene  of  a  critical  adion  be  duly  confi- 

dered,  it  will  be  readily  admitted,  that 

* 

it  is  almoft  impoflible- for  him  to  be  at¬ 
tentive  to  all  thofe  Idler,  circumftances. 


The  officers  of  any  particular  regiment 
can  fee  no  more  than  what  palTes  in  his 
own  corps :  but  the  equally  anxious, 
though  unemployed  by-ftander,  has  op¬ 
portunity  not  only  for  obfervation,  but 
even  for  refledion. 


Such  a  byllander  is  the  writer  of  thefe 
letters :  fcarce  any  thing  worth  notice  ef- 
caped  his  obfervation ;  and  the  confe- 

quence  of  obfervation  was  refledion. 
The  letters  were  not  originally  intended 

for  public  view  :  They  have  been  heard 
and  read  by  many  gentlemen  of  diftinc- 
tion  ;  and  it  is  by  their  delires  they  now 
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travel  through  the  prefs.  Vanity  has  ho- 
fliare  in  the  compofition  of  the  writer  : 
Whether  the  editor’s  friendlhip  has  at¬ 
tributed  to  them  more  merit  than  they 
deferve,  the  candid  reader  niuif  deter¬ 


mine. 
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GENUINE 

L  E  T  T  E  R  S, 

c^o  cjoc^c^cjooj^c^oj^cj^c^oj^ojocj^ 

To  Mr.  y- —  /^— — . 

Sterling-Cajlle,  in  the  River  St.  Lawrence 
two  miles  below  the  city  of  Quebec. 

Dear  Sir,  .  Sept.  2,  1759. 

U  N  E  the  1 3  th,  the  Eccho 
T  arrived  with  the  mips  un- 
■  convoy  at  Louif- 

bourgh,  where  I  flayed  till 
the  1 6th  :  when  the  Scarborough  failing 
with  a  convoy  for  the  River  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  I  took  that  opportunity  to  follow 

B  the 
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the  admiral,  who  had  failed  with  the 
grand  fleet  on  the  4th.  After  a  tedious, 
but  pleafant  navigation  up  this  vafl:  river, 
unus’d  to  Britifh  keels,  we  arrived,  July 

1 7th,  at  Coudre,  aa  ifland  on  the  north- 
flde  of  the  river,  1 8  leagues  below  Qi^- 
bec,  where  we  found  part  of  the  fleet, 
and  were  inform’d,  that  the  Admiral 
with  the  refl;,  and  all  the  land-forces, 
lay  up  as  high  as  the  town.  On  the 
20  th,  I  went  on  board  the  Sterling-caftle, 
where  the  admiral  had  hoifted  his  flag, 
who  received  me  as  ufual  with  afluran- 
ces  of  his  friendfhip.  I  have  enclofed 
you  a  rough  draught,  which  will  give  you 
a  better  idea  of  the  fltuation  of  the  fleet 

and  armies,  on  both  fldes,  than  much 
writing. 

o 


The 
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The  Shipping  lay  about  a  league  from 
the  town,  the  courfe  of  the  river  there 
being  near  due  E.  and  W.  fomewhat 

more  than  four  mil:-s  broad  ;  but  bend¬ 
ing,  its  courfe  to  the  fouthward,  con- 
tradts  its  llream  oppofite  the  town, 
within  the  limits  of  three-fourths  of  a 
mile,  being  confin’d  within  .two  points 
of  high  land ;  the  northernmoft  of  which 
may,  with  great  propriety,  be  called  a 
mountain,  upon  whofe  fummit  ftands 
a  fortrefs  of  vaft  flrength,  overlooking 
both  the  river,  city,  and  adjacent  coun¬ 
try.  At  the  foot  of  this  mountain,  to 
the  N.  E.  ftands’  the  lower  town,  de¬ 
fended  by  feveral  batteries,  equal  with 

thefurface  of  the  water,  and  fo  fitua- 
ted,  that  flapping,  in  pafling  by  the 
town,  muft  come  within  the  diflance 
of  4  or  500  yards  but  thefe  two  or 

B  2  three 
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three  fhips  might  eafily  filence, 
they  not  cover’d  by  formidable  batteries 
from  the  upper  town,  of  forty-two  and 
twenty-four  pounders,  which,  though 

fcarcely  more  than  point-blank  from 
the  middle  of  the  river,  enjoy  fo  fupe>- 

rior  a  fituation,  as  to  defy  the  cannon 
of  our  {hipping. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  upon 
a  high  precipice  covered  with  wood, 

diflant  from  the  lower  town  1130  yards, 
and  about  a  mile  from  the  batteries  of 
the  upper  town,  are  eredted  our  fafcine 
batteries,  from  which,  fi nee  July  13th, 
when  firfl  opened,  to  the  laft  of  Au- 
guft,  we  have  thrown  into  the  town 
more  than  3000  bombs  and  22000 
{hot  :  of  difmal  confequence  to  Que¬ 
bec, 


bee,  the  pride  of  America,  who  now 
fits  mourning  in  .afhes  the  delufive  hopes 
of  her  afpiring  monarch. 

This  city,  the  metropolis  of  the 

French  dominions  in  America,  and 

which,  for  ftrength,  ftatelinefs,  and'the 

beauty  of  her  lituation,  may  vie  with 

% 

many  in  Europe,  is  the  fee  of  a  bifhop, 
and  contains  within  -its  walls  feveij 
parifh  churches,  befides  a  magnificent 
cathedral.  The  governor’s  and  bilhop’s 
palaces,  though  not  very  regular,  are 
fine  ftrudtures.  The  college  of  Jefuits 
is  a  noble  large  buildii\g,  with  .fpacic^as 

gardens  ;•  and  all  the  buildings,  both 
public  and  private,  feem  to  me  com- 
pofed  of  free-fione,  and  erected  in  the 

ti.  _ 

European  tafte ;  entertaining,  even  in 

,jts 
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Its  rums,  the  beliolder  with  a  beautiful 
and  noble  profpedl. 

I  have  fecn  Qj^bec  three  feveral 
times  involved  in  a  total,  blaze,  the 
eftedt  of  bombs  and  carcalles,  not  to 
mention  numerous  fires  of  lefs  diftinc- 
tion.  The  lower  town  is  one  entire 
Icene  of  deflrudlion,  and  the  upper 
fcarcely  brags  a  better  fituation  :  the 
^^^^nal  conlecjuences  of  war,  which 
Ipares  nothing,  however  facred,  having 
laid  a  cathedral  in  afhes,  which  would 
have  been  an  ornament  to  the  proudeft 
city  in  Europe.  The  refi;  of  the 
churches,  whole  fteeples  are  yet  Hand¬ 
ing,  have  in  part  lhared  the  fame  fate  ; 
and  the  palaces,  weakened  by  the  vafir 
number  of  lliot,  hourly  promife  to 
level  their  princely  roofs,  and  mix  with 
the  ruins  of  inferior  buildings. 


So 
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So  much  for  the  prefent  ftate  of  this 
hoftile  city,  the  infide  of  whofe  walls 
is  the  contefted  prize  which  is  to  decide 
the  fate  of  a,  weflern  world,  and  as 
yet  is  dubious.  How  vainly  did  you 
imagine  this  place  would  furrender  at 
the  fight  of  an  Englilh  fleet  j  fup- 
poflng  the  country  deflitute  of  provi- 
fions,  and  the  inhabitants  llarving  for 
want  of  food  !  On  the  contrary,  to 
oppofe  a  handful  of  men,  our  whole 
army  counting  at  firfl:  Icarcely  9000, 
we  fee,  between  Qi^bec  and  the  falls 
of  Mont  Morenci  eight  miles  below 
the  town,  not  lefs  than  five  camps, 

containing,  by  accounts  from  prifoners, 
of  regulars,  Canadians,  and  Indians, 
near  22000  ;  and  the  whole  country 
on  both  fides  the .  river,  for  richnefs 

of 


of  foil,  the  various  gifts  of  agricul¬ 
ture,  and  its  innumerable  villages  feat- 
ed  in  the  midft  of  plenty,  may  vie 

with  the  choiceft  vales  in  Great-Britain. 
The  ifland  of  Orleans,  fituated  below 

Quebec,  extends  itfelf  from  eaft  to 
weft  near  twenty-two  miles,  its  breadth 
being  four  j  dividing  the  river  into  two 
channels,  that  for  the  ihipping  being 
on  the  fouth  fide,  and  is  two  miles 
broad.  The  weft  end  of  this  illand  is 
diftant  from  Qi^bec  four  miles ;  be¬ 
tween  which,  the  main  land,  and  ‘ 
Point  Levi,"  oppofite  the  town,  where 
our  batteries  are  credled,  is  ftationed 
all  the  fleet. 

This  ifland,  which  I  have  travers’d 
thi'ough  every  part,  is  covered  with 
noble  crops  of  wheat,  rye,  and  barley, 

inter- 
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interiiiix’d.  with  fields  of  peafe,  fo  nu- 
merous,  that  both  navy  and  army  have 
been  plentifully  ferved  v/ith  them  lix 
weeks,  together  with  greens  and  fruit 
in  abundance.  The  whole  is,  in  fhort, 
a  grailary,  containing  about  900  farm- 
houfes,  divided  into  five  parifiies,  to 
each  of  which  belongs  a  church,  that, 
in  the  neatnefs  of  its  gilding  and  fculp- 
ture,  exceeds  moft  of  the  kind  in 


England. 


This  whole  ifland,  together  with 
numbers  of  towns,  villages,  and  vail 
trails  of  ground  covered  with  grain, 
for  thirty  leagues  on  both  fides  the 
river,  in  cafe  the  town  does  not  furien- 
der,  is  fentenced  to  deftruition ;  fo  that 

C 


a 


(  ) 

a  few  days  may  perhaps  exhibit  a  difmal 

fcenc  of  temples  and  cottages,  corn 

fields  and  woods,  mixed  in  one  uni- 
verfal  blaze.  ' 


Jiiiie  General  Wolfe  landed 

fon.e  biigades  on  the  eaft  part  of  Or- 
leaiio  without  oppolition,  and  marched 
to  the  weft,  the  inhabitants  having  all 
fled.;  and  on  the  29th,  General  Monk- 
ton  landed  without  obftrudlion  at  Point 
Levi,  two  miles  below  the  town,  on 
the  fouth  fliore ;  the  French,  for  the 
better  defence  of  it,  being  encamped 
on  the  north.  This  evening  they  com¬ 
plimented  us  with  feven  lirefliips  in  full 
blaze,  top  and  top-gallant  mails  fet, 
having  a  frefli  breeze  and  flrone  ebb 

o 

tide  :  but  Providence  protedbed  our 

fliips. 
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fliips ;  for,  with  all  boats  manned,  we 
happily  towed  them  afliore,  where  fome 
of  them  burnt  very  fiercely  next  day. 

On  the  30th,  a  body  of  Canadians 
and  Indians  incommcding  the  difpofi- 

tions  of  our  troops  at  Point  Levi, 
having  their  commander  flain,  were 
quickly  difperfed.  This,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  days,  our  forces  are  employed 
in  making  redoubts,  and  fortifying 
themfelves,  both  on  the  main  and 
ifland. 

July  4th,  A  flag  of  truce  to  the 
commandant,  from  General  Wolfe, 
publilhed  his  defign  of  attacking  the 
town  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefiy  j  at  the  fame  time  lignifying,  that 

C  2  it 
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it  was  his  Majefty’s  exprefs  command 
to  have  the  war  conducted  without 
praclifing  the  inhuman  method  of  fcalp- 
ing,  and  that  it  was  expedled  the 
French  troops  under  his  command  to 
copy  the  example,  as  they  dliall  anfwer 
the  contrary. 

M.  le  Marquis  de  Vadreuil  return’d 
a  polite  anfwer  to  the  admiral,  alTuring 
him,  when  the  Britifli  fleet  and  army 

had  done  gafconading  in  the  French 
territories,  he  would  return  him  the 

two  gentlemen  belonging  to  Admiral 
Durell,  took  prifoners  in  the  river ; 
intimating  his  furprife,  that  with  fo 
few  forces  he  would  attempt  the  con- 
queft  of  fo  extenflve  and  populous  a 
country  as  Canada, 


The 
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The  next  eight  days  includes  a  va¬ 
riety  of  incidents,  both  fides  being  pro- 
digioufly  adtive  :  but  notwithftanding 

the  efforts  of  the  enemy.  General  Wolfe 

\ 

landed  and  entrenched  5000  men,  with¬ 
in  mufquet  fliot  of  their  breaib-works, 
on  the  north  fide,  feparated  from  us  by 
a  river,  which  throws  itfeif  into  the 
I  main  ftream  from  a  rock  more  than  300 

feet  high  perpendicular,  forming,  per¬ 
haps,  one  of  the  grandeft  cafcades  in 
the  world. 

July  1 3th,  We  opened  our  firfl  bat- 
teiy  from  Point  Levi,  of  fix  thirty-tv/o 
pounders  and  four  mortars,  and  played 
fmartly  upon  the  town,  v/ho  returned 
it.  We  continued  day  and  night  a 
conftant  fire  from  thence,  to  cover  the 

eredlion 
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eredlion  of  more  batteries,  till  the  19th, 
when  the  Sutheiland,  Diana,  Squirrel, 
and  two  armed  veffels,  ftealing  at  mid- 
night  by  the  town,  luflalned  a  moft 
violent  fire  ;  and  the  Diana,  having  her  . 
main-top-mafi;  wounded,  ran  aground  * 
and  though  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
enemies  fhot,  our  brave  feamen,  at 

high  water  next  day,  brought  her  off 
in  triumph. 

On  the  29th,  at  midnight,  the  French 
general  IVT.  Montcalm,  lent  down  the 
river,  with  tide  of  ebb,  above  an  hun¬ 
dred  fire  fiages  j  but  the  admiral  having 
advice  thereof  fome  hours  before,  the 
whole  fleet  was  prepared  for  the  alarm. 

A  fight  like  this,  will  indeed  infpire  the 
imagination  with  proper  ideas  of  the 

rcfifl:- 
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refifllefs  fury  and  dreadful  grandeur  of 
that  confuming  element,  fire :  —  fuch 
a  number  of  machines,  each  about 
eighteen  feet  fquare,  compofed  of  rafts 
of  timber  to  a  confiderable  height, 
filled  with  the  moft  combuftible  mate¬ 
rials,  and  arm’d  with  drags  and  grap- 
plings  to  lay  hold  of  hawfers  and 
cables,  you  mufi:  fuppofe  would  make 
a  formidable  appearance  ;  each  fepa- 
rately  reprefenting  a  lofty  pillar  of  folid 
fire,  and  numbers  of  them  uniting 
would  frequently  form  a  bank  of  fire  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  long.  Thefe  like- 

wile  ,did  us  no  harm,  and  were,  like 
the  firelhips,  drag’d  alhore  by  the  boats. 

The  lall;  of  this  month  GcneralWolfe 
made  an  attempt  to  land  his  forces  well; 

of 
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of  the  fall,  and  force  the  enemy  from 
their  entrenchments  :  two  armed  veflels 
from  the  tranfports  were  fent  before 
noon  to  bring  their  broad-fides  to  bear 
upon  two  batteries  raifed  upon  the  wa¬ 
ter-edge  to  oppofe  our  landing,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  did  fo,  together  with  the  Cen¬ 
turion,  which  thip  I  had  the  pleafure 
to  be  in  during  the  adtion ;  but  fhe 
drawing  more  water  than  the  others, 
could  approach  no  nearer  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  while  they  got  with¬ 
in  500  yards  of  the  French  batteries  : 
we  kept  an  inceifant  fire  from  the  three 

fhips  for  four  hours,  till  at  length  fome 

$ 

of  their  guns  being  difmounted,  they  de- 
ferted  their  works,  and  ceafed  firing : 
the  General’s  batteries  from  the  mount, 

during  all  this  time,  kept  a  continual 

fire 
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fire  from  thirty  pieces  of  ordnance,  and 

almoft  as  many  fmall  mortars,  upon  the 

enemy  within  their  trenches,  who,  at 

the  fame  time,  from  a  large  mortar  two 

miles  to  the  weftward  threw  numbers  of 

fhells  at  the  fliips,  and  in  the  midlb  of 

our  flat-bottomed  boats,  but  without 

doing  much  damage ;  the  Admiral  being 

in  perfon  there  equally  expofed  with  the 

meaneft  feamen  or  foldiers. 

« 

•  Mr.  Wolfe  being  in  the  firfl:  boat,  had 

\ 

foon  got  2000  men  alhore  ;  and  there 
was  now  the  greatefl:  profpedt  of  fuc- 
ceeding,  when  the  overbearing  courage 
and  impetuolity  of  the  grenadiers  totally 
defeated  the  General’s  fcheme ;  for  while 
he  was  buly  in  landing'  the  remaining 

troops,  arid  making  the  proper  difpofii 

D  tions. 


tions.  Without  orders  they  rufhed  up 
thv.  or  rather  a  fteep  fandy  preci¬ 
pice,  pickcttcd  along,  and  defended  on 
the  top  with  8  or  10,000  men,  covered 
with  a  deep  breaft-work,  incapable  of 
being  hurt  by  our  mufquetry  :  thefc 
lines  and  breaft-works  they  have  conti¬ 
nued  from  the  falls  quite  to  Qj^bec, 

being  a  trad:  of  defenfive  works  more 
than  eight  miles  long. 

Into  this  fnare  did  our  Ibldiers,  not 
knowing  tlie  Generafs  intention,  nor 
waiting  his  command,  heedlefsly  throw 
themfelves,  all  of  them  ruffling  forward 
to  fupport  tlicir  comrades  1  when,  on  a 
fudden,  whilft  they  were  labouring  up 
the  hill,  finking  in  the  fand  and  en¬ 
tangled  in  the  pickets,  from  the  breaft- 

works 
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works  on  the  brow  oi^  the  hill  defcended 
fuch  a  fhower  of  mufque?ry  as  is  not  to 
be  defcribed,  which  continued  without 
intermiffion  for  the  Ipaceof  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes;  when,  providentially,  though  as 
fine  a  day  as  fummer  can  difpence,  one 
of  the  mofl:  heavy  fhowers,  for  half  an 
hour,  that  ever  I  experienced  fell  unex- 
pedledly,  and  put  a  flop  to  their  firing  : 
our  men  could  not  advance,  and  would 
not  retreat ;  what  was  moft  unlucky  in 
their  advancing,  they  got  between  our 

fire  from  the  Centurion  and  a  deferred 
1  •  . 

French  battery;  which,  when  the  ene¬ 
my  faw,  they  infiantly  re-occupied,  and 
by  that  time_  the  General  had  reduced 
his  men  to  fbme  order,  begun  with  grape 
and  round  to  fwcep  away  whole  ranks, 

and  play  at  ducks  and  drakes  amongft 

!• 
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the  boats ;  but  death  is  incapable  of 
putting  Britains  to  confufion :  they  made 
a  noble  retreat,  the  General  flaip’d  part 
in  the  boats,  and  with  the  reft  marched 
a-crofs  the  falls  :  our  lofs  amounted  to 
400  killed  and  wounded,  and  were 
obliged  to  burn  our  two  battering  vef- 

fels. 

‘  * 

/ 

t 

From  Auguft  i,  to  September  1, 
have  been  employed  in  bombarding  the 
town,  in  various  llcirmifhes  about  the 
falls,  where  fcalping  is  pradifed  on  both 

fides ;  as  it  is  likewife  by  our  ranging 
parties,  who  fcour  all  the  country,  and 

are  daily  bringing  in  cattle  and  fheep  by 

2  or  300  head  at  a  time. 


On 
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On  Auguft  the  6th,  1200  men  part 
the  town  in  boats,  and.  being  oppofed 
by  4000  of  the  enemy  in  making  an 
attempt  to  land  on  the  8  th  we  loft  fe- 
veral.  This  adtion  was  at  Trembleau, 
eleven  leagues  above  the  town ;  but 
landing  at  Chambaud,  feven  leagues 
higher  up,  we  defeated  a  large  party, 
took  a  great  many  prifoners,  and  on  the 
19th  burnt  and  blew  up  a  large  maga¬ 
zine  of  ftores  and  powder.  On  the  26th 
the  LeoftotFe,  Hunter,  two  victuallers, 
and  an  armed  Hoop,  ran  the  gauntlope. 
by  the  town,  as  did,  two  diiys  ago,  the 
Seahorfe  and  four  more  veffels ;  fo  we 
now  have  a  tolerable  fleet  above,  and 
are  in  hopes  of  fecuring  three  frigates 
and  fome  tranfports  that  are  retreated 

into 
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into  ihoal  water  twenty-eight  leagues 
^bovc  the  town. 

•• 

It  is  imagloed  we  foon  fliall  ftorm, 
having  two  grand  batteries  ready  to  open 
in  a  couple  of  days,'  and  more  fhips 
coming  up  :  God  knotys  the  fucceis, 
we  llaall  have  warm  work,  but  what 
Britiih  courage  cando  will  be  done  ;  the 
Admiral,  General,  and  whole  fleet  and 
^rmy  being  in  high  Ipirits,  ****• 

Dear  Sir,  accept  of  this  account  to 
treat  your  friends  with  ,•  you  will,  I  am 
certain,  have  it  with  the  firft  ;  it  is  all  I 
have  at  prelent  to  return  for  every  kind- 
nefs  I  have  received  at  your  hands.  I 
am  conlcious  you  will  give  me  credit 
when  I  affirm  myfelf  to  be  fincerely 

Your’s,  &c. 


C23  ) 


ExtraBs  from  another  Letter  of 


the  fame  Date^ 


Mr.  M.  P. 


TH  E  ravages  of  war  are  truly 
terrible,  but  may  be  rendered 
ftill  more  fo,  if  cruelty  grows  wanton. 
Happily  this  is  not  the  temper  of  Bri¬ 
tons,  whofe  natural  humanity  forbids 

their  Iporting  with  real  diftrefs.  Some 

leverity  became .  neceffary  to  curb  the 
* 

pride  of  an  inful  ting  enemy,  and  to 
convince  them  we  were  actually  in 
carneft. 


Hence 


Hence  proceeded  thofe  devaflations 
already  mentioned,  which  drew  from 
the  Governor  of  Quebec  a  fort  of  re- 
fnonftrance,  addrelTed  to  our  command¬ 
ing  oflicer,  with  a  menace  to  this  ef- 
fedl.  “  That  if  the  Englifh  did  not 
“  defift  from  burning  and  deftroying 
“  the  country,  he  would  give  up  all  the 
Enghlh  prifoners  in  his  power  to  the 
“  mercy  of  the  Indian  favages.” — To 
this  threat,  our  Ipirited  commander  is 
faid  to  have  font  a  reply  to  the  following 
purport. —  “  That  his  Excellency  could 
not  be  unapprized  of  his  having  in  his 
poffeflion  a  confiderable  number  of  fair 
hollagcs  :  that  as  to  the  prifoners  he 
might  do  as  he  plealed ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  he  might  be  affured,  that 
the  very  infant  he  attempted  to  carry 

his 


{  *5  ) 

his  threats  into  execution,  all  the  French 

Ladies,  without  diftinition,  fliould  be 
given  up  to  the  delicate  embraces  of 

the  Englifh  tars.”— N.  B.  We  have  at 
leaft  three,  if  not  four  tranfports,  full 
freighted  with  French  females  ;  fome  of 
them  women  of  the  firft  rank  in  this 

country. 


E 


Jollowing Anecdote.^  tahen ffotn 
ihe  preceding  Letter^  appears, 
to  the  Editor  worthy  of  being 
remembered. 


Otwithftanding  the  check,  we 
received  in  the  adtion  (of  the 
31ft  of  July,)  it  muft  be  admitted  our 
people  behaved  with  great  vivacity.  I 
cannot  omit  being  particular  with  re- 

fpedl  to  a  lingular  inftance  of  perlbnal 
bravery  and  real  courage. 


Captain  Ochterlong  and  Lieutenant 
Peyton  (both  of  General  Mondlon’s  re- 

t  *• 

giment) 


(  ^7  ) 

t  ^  < 

giment)  were  wounded;  and  fell  before 
the  breaft-work  near  the  falls. — The 
former,  mortally,  being  fliot  through 
the  body ;  the  latter  was  wounded  only 
in  his  knee. — Two  favages  pufhed  down 
upon  them  with  the  utmoft  precipita¬ 
tion,  armed  with  nothing  but  their  dia- 
•  bolical  kniveSi~The  firft  feized  on 
Captain  Ochterlong,  when  Mr.  Peyton, 
who  lay  reclining  bn  his  fulee,  dif- 
■charged  it,  and  the  favage  dropt  im¬ 
mediately  on  the  body  of  his  intended 

prey. 

The  othei*  favage  advanced  with  much 

eagernefs  to  Mr.  Peyton,  who  had  no 
more  than  time  to  difengage  his  bayo¬ 
net,  and  conceal  its  difpofition. — With 
one  arm  he  warded  oif  the  purpofed 

E  2  blow. 
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blow,  and  with  the  other  flung  him  to 
the  heart :  neverthelefs,  the  favage,  tho’ 
fallen,  renewed  his  attempts,  infomuch 
that  Mr.  Peyton  was  obliged  to  repeat 
his  blows,  and  flab  him  through  and 
through  the  body. 

A  flraggling  grenadier,  who  had  hap¬ 
pily  efcaped  the  daughter  of  his  compa¬ 
nions,  flumbled  upon  Captain  Ochter- 
long,  and  readily  offered  him  his  fer- 
vices.  The  Captain,  with  the  fpirit 
and  bravery  of  a  true  Briton,  replied, 

“  Friend,  I  thank  you  ! —  but  with  re- 
“  fpe<fl  to  me,  the  mufquet,  or 
**  fcalping  knife,  will  be  only  a  more 

“  fpeedy  deliverance  from  pain.  —  I 
have  but  a  few  minutes  to  live.— 

**  Go— make  hafle  —  and  tender  your 

fer- 
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**  fervice,  where  there  is  a  poflibility, 
it  may  be  ufcful.”-— At  the  fame  time  > 

he  pointed  to  Mr.  Peyton,  who  was 
then  endeavouring  to  crawl  away  on  the 
fand. 

The  grenadier  took  Mr.  Peyton  on 
his  back,  and  conveyed  him  to  the  boat, 
but  not  without  each  receiving  a  wound. 
—Mr.  Peyton  in  his  back,  and  his 
refcuer  another  near  his  fhoulder. 


To 


(  3*^  ) 


‘4 


ro  Mr.  J.  W, 


^ebec.  Sept.  20,  1759. 


Dear  Sir, 


This,  join’d  to  my  laft  by  thci 
Rodney  Cutter,  will  finilh  my 
long  narrative ;  but  firft  permit  me  to 
give  you  joy  of  the  effedual  con- 

queft  of  Quebec,  which  I  could  not 
venture  to  promife  in  my  laft. — On  the 
3d  of  September,  General  Wolfe,  hav¬ 
ing  before-hand  carried  off  all  his  artil¬ 
lery  and  ftores,  tranfported  all  the  for¬ 
ces  at  Montmorencie  over  to  Point  Levi, 
having  firft  fet  fire  to  his  redoubts,  and 
deftroy’d  his  intrenchments.  The  ene¬ 
my 


(  31  ) 


my  durft  not  pafs  the  falls,  nor  did  they 
attempt  to  moleft  him  in .  his  retreat  ; 
they  contented  themfelves  with  canno¬ 
nading  the  boats,  but  without  any  in^- 
jury  to  us. 


On  the  5th,  every  thing  being  in  rea- 
dinefs,  the  general  march’d  with  5000 
men  along  the  Ibuth  Ihore,  fome  Ihip- 

ping,  and  all  the  boats  attending  upon 
his  motions.  The  enemy,  commanded 
by  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  were 
drawn  up  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and 
kept  a  firidf  eye  over  all  his  proceed¬ 
ings.  In  this  manner  marching  and 
counter-marching,  with  an  intent  to 
deceive  (tho’  in  vain)  our  army  Ipent 
ihe  following  feven  days. 


Be 
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Be  tlie  next  day  recorded  for  ever ! — a 
day  not  lefs  fatal  to  the  flag  of  infolence 
and  ambition,  than  glorious  to  the 
brave  men,  who  fought  in  the  caufe  of 
honour,  juflice,  and  Britain. 

•  • 

In  the  evening  of  the  1 2th,  or  rather 
a  little  before  midnight,  the  fliipping- 

made  a  feint  upon  the  turn  of  the 
tide,  as  if  they  intended  to  get  higher 

up  the  river  :  but  the  boats  being  loaded 
with  troops,  taking  the  advantage  of 
the  wind,  ftole  down. — The  Marquis  de 
Montcalm,  whoin  the  dark  could  barely 
difeern  the  motion  of  pur  larger  velTels, 
was  deceived,  and  difeovered  his  mif- 
take,  but  too  late  to  redrefs  it. 

Before  three  o’clock  in  the  morning. 
General  Wolfe  landed  at  a  fafeine  bat¬ 
tery. 


3 
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teryi  ereiled  to  gall  our  Ihipping  atove 
the  town,  in  fo  filent  a  manner,  that 
the  very  centinels  were  furprizbd  upon 
their  pods;— But  let  me  not  be  mifun- 
derftood,  this  was  efFedted  by  a  party  of 
our  troops  coming  on  the  back  df  them, 
for  in  truth,  the  enemy  fired  very  fmartly 
from  their  batteries  upon  the  boats, 
while  they  were  landing. 


The  next  difficulty  he  had  to  fur- 
mount,  was,  to  gain  the  afcent  of  a 
prodigious  high  hill,  in  which  he  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  by  break  of  the  morning 
dawn,  the  army  was  regularly  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle,  within  two  muf- 

quet  Ihots  of  the  town,  and  almofl  un¬ 
der  the  walls  of  the  citadel. 


F 


With 


i 
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With  refped  to  the  particular  difpofi- 
tions  of  the  refpedtive  armies,  I  doubt 
not  but  you  will  receive,  by  the  fame 
conveyance,  a  more  accurate  account, 
than  I  can  alTume  to  give  you  :  but  I 

can  be  tolerably  perfed:  as  to  the  ac¬ 
tion. 


The  enemy  continued  a  brifh  lire  at  a 
dillance,  while  ours  was  kept  in  referve. 
“““The  centre,  commanded  by  General 

Wolfe  in  perfon,  having  fired  no  more 
than  twice,  before  the  French  fenfibly 
experienced  the  lharpnefs  of  their  bayo¬ 
nets  :  And  the  Highlanders  difcharging 
their  pieces,  fell  in  fword  in  hand,  ?«- 
deed  very  unpolitely,  and  made  a  havock 
not  to  be  defcribed. — A  total  rout  en- 

fued 


fued ;  part  of  the  enemy  fled  into  the 
woods,  part  into  the  town,  and  the  reft 

r 

fell  in  the  field  : — But,  alas !  our  brave 

general  :  He  like  wife  fell : — crowned 

with  conqueft,  he  fmiled  in  death  : — 

1 

His  principal  care  was,  that  he  fliould 
not  be  feen  to  fall  ; — Support  me,  faid 
he,  to  fuch  as  were  near  him,  let  not 
my  brave  foldiers  fee  me  drop  : — the 
day  is  our’s  : — Oh!  keep  it — and  he 
died. 

Thus  fell  a  noble,  a  much  loved,  and 
a  much  lamented  officer.  Britain  muft 
regret  the  lofs,  but  in  the  day  of  dan¬ 
ger,.  may  fhe  never  want  a  com¬ 
mander  with  the  qualities  of  a  Wolfe, 

to  fupport  her  rights,  and  fight  the 
battles  of  honour  and  liberty.— -General 
Monfton  is  alfb  dangeroufly  wounded. 

F  2  I 
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I  have  already  njentioned  the  havock 
made  by  the  Highlanders ;  the  bullet  and 
bayonet  are  decent  deaths,  compared 
with  the  execution  of  their  fwords. — 

*  •  •  •-  j  *  , 

.  •  -  <j 

Happy  in  efcaping  unhurt,  I  travers’d 
the  field  of  battle,  while  ftrewed  with 
bleeding  carcalTes,  and  covered  with  un¬ 
employed  arms  :  a  neat  filver-mounted 
hanger,  faftned  to  the  fide  of  an  appa¬ 
rently  headlefs  trunk,  and  which  con- 

fequently  was  ufelefs  to  its  origna] 

'  \ 

French  polfelfor,  attradled  my  atten- 

'  -  I  W  ^ 

tion.  When  the  body  was  turned  over, 

V  >»  ^ 

in  order  to  unbuckle  the  belt,  my  afto- 
niihment  was  indeed  great :  his  head 

I  4. 

lay  under  his  breall:,  one  ftroke  upon 
the  back  of  his  neck,  having  cut  thro’ 
the  whole,  except  a  fmall  part  of  the 

fkin 
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llcin  of  the  throat,  by  which  it  remain¬ 
ed  connedled  with  the  body. 

This  is  a  digreffion,  and  I  have  no 

time  to  fpare. — The  French  General, 

the  celebrated  marquis  de  Montcalm, 

could  not  furvive  fo  fatal  a  field. — He 

was  carried-  off  early  with  a  fhot  thro’ 

his  body.  His  fecond  in  command  met 

the  fame  fate.  ■ 

.  •  ♦ 

*  •  " 

-  -  j 

On  -the  I  yth,  the  admiral  dropping 
up  with '  twelve  fail  of  line  of  battle 
fhips  before  the  town,-' a  flag  of  truce 

was  hung  out,  and  the  fame  evening  it 

furrendered  ;  (for  by  Gar,  'Monfieur 
•  was  ' frightened)'  tho’  the  articles  of  capi¬ 
tulation  were  not  figned  till  the  next 
day,  when  we  took  pofl'eflion  of  it. 


Our 


T  r 


/  V 


i  I 
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•  Our  jcy  upon  this  occalion  is  lb  great, 
thatwefcarcelybdieve  it  is  Quebec  ;  but  it 
is  certain  that  from  thence  I  have  the  plea- 
lure  of  tranlmitting  this  to  you,  wrote 


in  the  midft  of  ruin  ;  in  fome  mer- 

r 

chant’s  dining-room,  whofe  prefent  or- 

,  > 

naments  are  two  pier  and  one  chimney- 
glaft,  fhivered  with  their  frames  upon 
the  floor  ;  a  marble  flab  and  '  a  turkey 

ice-jarr,  a  fretted  cieling  and  pannelled 
cedar  wainfcot,  in  the  fame  lhattered 
condition  ;  •  'manifcftly  the  elFebl ;  of  a 
bomb,  that  had  fallen  thro’  all  the  up¬ 
per  rooms  of  the  houfe,  into  a  kitchen 
on  the  fecond  floor. 


Before  I  conclude,  it  may  not  be  a- 
mifs  to  mention  my  own  fituation  on  the 
important  1 3th. — I  was  a  volunteer  a¬ 


mong 


y- 


m 
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mong  a  large  ibody  of  feamen,  landed 
about  five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
appointed  as  a  corps  de  rejerve. — But 


fuch  was  their  impetuofity  to  engao^e,. 
and  their  refen tment  at  being  kept,  out 
of  danger,  that,  according  to  their  ac- 

9  ■  ^  ^ 

cuftomed  politenels,  they  were  perpetu¬ 
ally  d— mn— g  their,  eyes,  \&c.  be- 


caule  they  were  reftrained  from  pufh- 
ing  into  the  heat  of  the  fire,  before 


they  were  wanted. 


Believe  me,  very  fincerely. 


Yours, 


;  f 


n  *A  f  y 


P  0  ST  SC  RIP  r. 


WE  hope  foon*  to  have  an  oppor- 

>  ^,  4  .  ||  .  -'4.  i  ^  # 

portunity  of  comunicating  more 

.  ■  .  ..  -j  <'i  .  _  • 

good  news,  nor  fhall  I  fail  embracing 
every  opportunity  of  acquainting  my 

good  friend,  with  whatever  appears 
to  me  interefting,  or  entertaining- 


^  V 


